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Fewer Americans are working at night, GLP-1s are driving down sugar demand, and oll
companies are drilling more with less.
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Economics & Development

A newly released working paper finds that fewer Americans are taking night
shifts. The authors used two different methods to calculate the change between
two different periods (see the charts below), with each showing a clear decline in
the share of US employees working at night. They argue this shift is due to
workers demanding higher wage premiums for night work rather than changes in
the relative size of different industries, noting that “the trend exists in all major
industries except retail.”
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Percentage of US employees at work at night, 2003-2023
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Energy & Environment

Conservation and biodiversity:

En

The wood stork is no longer considered endangered in the United States
following a sustained recovery from around 5,000 nesting pairs to over 10,000.

The government of Kazakhstan is replenishing its portion of the Aral Sea,
which was the world’s fourth-largest lake before it was largely emptied by Soviet
irrigation projects. According to a recent statement from the Kazakh president,
over the past 20 years, the water volume in the North Aral Sea has nearly
doubled.
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ergy and natural resources

The Wall Street Journal reports that the US is producing record quantities of
crude, even as oil prices drop. Thanks to technical improvements like remote
monitoring and more efficient wells, as well as industry consolidation, drillers are
pumping more oil out of the ground with fewer rigs and crews, reinforcing the
industry against low prices and global competition.

Also in the Permian, a nuclear startup is working with a major oilfield water
handler to clean up drilling wastewater. The startup, Natura Resources, is
developing small nuclear reactors that, under the agreement, will power water
treatment and desalination systems, potentially making the vast volumes of
contaminated water produced by oil wells safe for agriculture and other industrial
uses.

The data scientist Hannah Ritchie has created an online tool showing the
relative energy consumption of various technologies. One general lesson is
that the energy demands of devices that deal with bits are trifling compared to
those that deal with atoms.

Driving a petrol car 10.000 Wh
10 miles !
Gas heating (Single room) - 2.700 Wh
1 hour of use

Air conditioning (Single room) 1,000 Wh
1 hour of use

Boiling a kettle

1boir | 100 WP

Charging a mobile phone
Per day

20 Wh

Home internet (WiFi)

1 hour of use 15 Wh

ChatGPT median query
1query

0.3 Wh

Health & Demographics

Sugar prices are at their lowest level since 2020, and financial analysts
credit falling demand driven by GLP-1 weight loss drugs.

The UK has welcomed its first baby born via a transplanted womb from a
dead donor.

Surgeons in California have treated six children with spina bifida by applying
stem cells to their spinal cords while they were still in the womb. The babies
were born without major complications, and all showed reversal of a brain
abnormality tied to the condition. The experimental therapy is meant to improve
on standard fetal surgery for spina bifida, after which about 60 percent of children
are still unable to walk independently.

Violence & Coercion

While chattel slavery has been formally abolished worldwide, other forms of
forced labor persist. Thankfully, though, they appear to be diminishing. Using data
from the Varieties of Democracy Project, researchers at Our World in Data judged
that just 9 countries still practiced large-scale forced labor in 2024, the

lowest number in history.

Read more news stories on our website
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A Vindication of Bjorn Lomborg

Lomborg's experience shows what happens when a researcher challenges a powerful
narrative with inconvenient numbers.

MARIAN L TUPY
MAR 03, 2026
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When the Danish scholar Bjorn Lomborg published The Skeptical Environmentalist in
2001, the reaction from the environmental establishment was not debate but an
attempted excommunication. Scientific American devoted a special package to
attacking the book as biased and error-ridden. Union of Concerned Scientists
accused him of misrepresenting science and overstating good news.

In Denmark the response went further. The Danish Committees on Scientific
Dishonesty decided that The Skeptical Environmentalist was “clearly contrary to the
standards of good scientific practice” and "objectively” fell within the concept of
scientific dishonesty. Disgracefully, the Committees based their finding on biased
third-party critiques, presented no documentation of errors, and engaged in rank anti-
Americanism, such as alluding to “powerful interests in the USA bound up with
increasing energy consumption and with the belief in free-market forces."

The case generated international headlines and was treated as a formal stain on
Lomborg'’s integrity. A year later Denmark’s Ministry of Science threw out the initial
decision on numerous counts. They found the original decision “dissatisfactory” and
“emotional,” but most importantly the Ministry invalidated the decision because it was
"not documented” and it was “completely void of argumentation” — something which
a legally valid decision needs according to Danish law. The Ministry sent the case back
to the Committees, which declined to reopen it.

The substance of Lomborg's crime was simple. He took the environmental litany of
doom and gloom and checked it against long-run data from the UN, the World Bank,
and other official sources. He concluded that on most indicators human welfare had
improved, many environmental trends were not as catastrophic as advertised, and that
resources devoted to some flagship green causes would save more lives if redirected
to basic health, nutrition and economic development. He accepted that global
warming is real and largely man-made but argued that the standard policy mix of
aggressive near-term emissions cuts was a poor investment compared with targeted
adaptation, innovation and poverty reduction.

Lomborg did not claim private revelation. Inspired by the late Cato Institute Senior
Fellow Julian Simon, he spent years compiling statistics and trend lines, ultimately
drawing on some 3,000 mostly secondary sources. His method was explicit: quantify
problems, rank them by costs and benefits, and ask where each extra dollar does the
most good. The Copenhagen Consensus project that Lomborg leads extended this
logic by convening economists to compare policies ranging from HIV prevention to
trade liberalisation to climate mitigation, again with the aim of maximising welfare per
dollar spent.

For this, he was branded a “denier," portrayed as a tool of fossil fuel interests, and
treated as someone whose views lay outside polite discussion. DeSmog today still
amusingly describes him as a “climate crisis denier” and campaigns against funders
that support his work. Scientific critiques often slid into attempts to discredit him
personally, and one law review article documents how even his attempts to reply in
detail were met with legal threats from critics rather than open exchange in the same
pages.

Two decades later, the world looks more like Lomborg's spreadsheets than like the
early-2000s apocalypse rhetoric. Emissions are rising more slowly than feared,
climate-related disaster deaths have fallen, and poor countries still face more
immediate threats from malaria, malnutrition and lack of basic infrastructure. Into this
landscape, Bill Gates has recently stepped with a climate memo that reads uncannily
like a Lomborg column.
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On 28 October 2025, ahead of the COP30 summit in Brazil, Gates published “Three
tough truths about climate” on his Gates Notes site. There he argues that although
climate change will have serious consequences, "it will not lead to humanity’'s demise,”
and that people "will be able to live and thrive in most places on Earth for the
foreseeable future.” He warns that an obsessive focus on near-term emissions targets
has crowded out more effective ways to help people and calls for “a strategic pivot”
toward improving lives, particularly in poor countries.

The key line could have been lifted from a Copenhagen Consensus report: “The
biggest problems are poverty and disease, just as they always have been,” and limited
resources should go to interventions that deliver the greatest gains for the most
vulnerable. That is Lomborg's central thesis restated by one of the most influential
philanthropists on the planet.

There is more than rhetorical convergence. The Gates Foundation has long supported
the Copenhagen Consensus' focus on development. It has donated over $3.5 million
to partially fund policy prioritisations in the two Indian states of Rajasthan and Andhra
Pradesh, a report of Best Buys for Africa for the African Academy of Sciences, and a
stock-taking prioritisation of the UN's Sustainable Development Goals.

Such endeavours resulted in peer-reviewed economic research showing the 12 best
investments for humanity. These 12 policies are described at length in Lomborg et al's
book Best Things First, which was picked as one of the best books of 2023 by both
Financial Times and The Economist. In other words, Gates has not only started to
sound like Lomborg on climate and development; he has been funding Lomborg's
basic approach to global problem-solving for years.

Gates' memo has sparked outrage among climate activists for soft-pedaling
catastrophe, for questioning temperature as the main metric of success, and for
insisting that health and prosperity are the best defences against a warmer world. Yet
these are precisely the points Lomborg made when he argued that rich countries
should not block poor ones from using reliable energy, that adaptation and growth can
greatly reduce harm, and that chasing ever more expensive emissions cuts while
neglecting cheap life-saving interventions is bad ethics as well as bad economics.

Lomborg's vindication does not rest on perfection in every graph or forecast. (I have
always argued that Lomborg ought to be trusted not because he gets everything right,
but because—constantly checked by thousands of critics who wanted him to fail—he
had every incentive to make fewer mistakes than those living in the epistemic bubble
of environmental catastrophising.) It rests on three elements that his opponents tried
to delegitimise but have failed to overturn.

First, he insisted on measuring long-run trends rather than reacting to headlines. That
is why The Skeptical Environmentalist spent so many pages on fertility, food
production, air and water quality, resource prices and disaster statistics. The message
was that human ingenuity and market-driven growth had solved or mitigated many of
the problems that earlier generations thought insoluble, and that policy should build
on that record instead of assuming inevitable decline.

Second, he treated climate change as one serious problem among many, not as a
singular moral crusade that trumps all other goals. His later book Cool It argued that
some highly touted climate policies failed basic cost-benefit tests and that a mix of
modest carbon pricing, technological innovation and targeted adaptation would do
more good at lower cost. Gates now echoes this logic when he calls for innovation,
cheap clean energy and continued investment in health and development, rather than
pouring every available dollar into symbolic emissions cuts.

Third, Lomborg approached priorities as an empirical question, not as an expression of
moral purity. The Copenhagen Consensus exercises rank policies by expected benefit
per dollar, often putting vaccines, nutrition and basic education ahead of grand
climate targets. That framework is nothing more than applied welfare economics. It is
closer to the ethos of evidence-based public health than to the emotional politics that
have dominated the climate debate.

That is what it means to say that Lomborg was driven by science rather than dogma or
emotion. He did not deny problems. He asked how big they are, how fast they are
changing, and what works best if we care about human flourishing. His opponents
often responded not with better data but with attempts to brand him as illegitimate, to
sic committees on him, and to deter others from asking similar questions.

The appearance of Bill Gates on Lomborg's side of the argument underscores how
fragile that strategy was. If climate change is not the end of the world but people will
actually thrive, if poverty and disease remain the main killers, and if policy should be
judged by lives improved rather than tons of carbon alone, then the core of Lomborg's
message stands.

There is a broader lesson. Modern societies claim to revere science, but too often turn
scientific disputes into moral battles in which heretics must be shamed or silenced.
Lomborg's experience shows what happens when a researcher challenges a powerful
narrative with inconvenient numbers. The attempt to punish him did not change the
data. It only delayed a necessary conversation about trade-offs, priorities and the best
use of scarce resources.

That conversation is now unavoidable. Gates has effectively cemented Lomborg's
main points, even as activists denounce them. Instead of pretending that never
happened, we should recognise it for what it is: a belated vindication of the skeptical
environmentalist who asked the right questions first.

This article was originally published in Quillette on 11/20/2025.
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The Grim Truth About the “Good Old Days”

Preindustrial life wasn't simple or serene—it was filthy, violent, and short.

CHELSEA OLIVIA FOLLETT
MAR 06, 2026
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When Ted Kaczynski, the Unabomber, declared in 1995 that “the Industrial Revolution

and its consequences have been a disaster for the human race,” he was voicing a
sentiment that now circulates widely online.

Rose-tinted nostalgia for the preindustrial era has gone viral, strengthened by
anxieties about our own digital era. Some are even claiming that modernity itself was a
mistake and that “progress” is an illusion. Medieval peasants led happier and more
leisurely lives than we do, according to those who pine for the past. “The internet has
become strangely nostalgic for life in the Middle Ages,” journalist Amanda Mull wrote
in a piece for The Atlantic. Samuel Matlack, managing editor of The New Atlantis,
observed that there is currently an “"endless debate around whether the preindustrial
past was clearly better than what we have now and we must go back to save humanity,
or whether modern technological society is unambiguously a forward leap we must
forever extend.”

In the popular imagination, the Industrial Revolution was the birth of many evils, a time
when smoke-belching factories disrupted humanity’s erstwhile idyllic existence.
Economics professor Vincent Geloso's informal survey of university students found
that they believed "living standards did not increase for the poor; only the rich got
richer; the cities were dirty and the poor suffered from ill-health.” Pundit Tucker
Carlson has even suggested that feudalism was preferable to modern liberal
democracy.

Different groups tend to idealize different aspects of the past. Environmentalists might
idealize preindustrial harmony with nature, while social traditionalists romanticize our
ancestors' family lives. People from across the political spectrum share the sense that
the Industrial Revolution brought little real improvement for ordinary people.

In 2021, History.com published "7 Negative Effects of the Industrial Revolution,” an
article reflecting much of the thinking behind the popular impression that
industrialization was a step backward for humanity, rather than a period of tremendous
progress. But was industrialization really to blame for each of the ills detailed in the
article?
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“Horrible Living Conditions for Workers"

Were horrible living conditions a result of industrialization? To be sure, industrial-era
living conditions did not meet modern standards—but neither did the living conditions
that preceded them.

As historian Kirstin Olsen put it in her book, Daily Life in 18th-Century England, "The
rural poor . . . crowded together, often in a single room of little more than 100 square
feet, sometimes in a single bed, or sometimes in a simple pile of shavings or straw or
matted wool on the floor. In the country, the livestock might be brought indoors at
night for additional warmth." In 18th-century Wales, one observer claimed that in the
homes of the common people, “every edifice” was practically a miniature “Noah’s Ark”
filled with a great variety of animals. One shudders to think of the barnlike smell that
bedchambers took on, in addition to the chorus of barnyard sounds that likely filled
every night. Our forebears put up with the stench and noise and cuddled up with their
livestock, if only to stave off hypothermia.

Homes were often so poorly constructed that they were unstable. The din of
collapsing buildings was such a common sound that in 1688, Randle Holme defined a
crash as "a noise proceeding from a breach of a house or wall." The poet Dr. Samuel
Johnson wrote that in 1730s London, “falling houses thunder on your head." In the
1740s, "props to houses” keeping them from collapsing were listed among the most
common obstacles that blocked free passage along London's walkways.

“"Poor Nutrition”

What about poor nutrition? From liberal flower children to the "Make America Healthy
Again” crowd, fetishizing the supposedly chemical-free, wholesome diets of yore is
bipartisan. The truth, however, is stomach-churning.

Our ancestors not only failed to eat well, but they sometimes didn’t eat at all. Historian
William Manchester noted that in preindustrial Europe, famines occurred every four
years on average. In the lean years, "cannibalism was not unknown. Strangers and
travelers were waylaid and killed to be eaten.” Historian Fernand Braudel recorded a
1662 account from Burgundy, France, that lamented that “famine this year has put an
end to over ten thousand families . . . and forced a third of the inhabitants, even in the
good towns, to eat wild plants. . .. Some people ate human flesh." A third of Finland'’s
population is estimated to have died of starvation during a famine in the 1690s.

Even when food was available, it was often far from appetizing. Our forebears lived in a
world where adulterated bread and milk, spoiled meat, and vegetables tainted with
human waste were everyday occurrences. London bread was described in a 1771
novel as "a deleterious paste, mixed up with chalk, alum and bone ashes, insipid to the
taste and destructive to the constitution.” According to historian Emily Cockayne, the
1757 public health treatise Poison Detected noted that "“in 1736 a bundle of rags that
concealed a suffocated newborn baby was mistaken for a joint of meat by its stinking
smell.”

Water was also far from pristine. "For the most part, filth flowed out windows, down
the streets, and into the same streams, rivers, and lakes where the city’s inhabitants
drew their water,” according to environmental law professor James Salzman. This
ensured that each swig included a copious dose of human excreta and noxious
bacteria. Waterborne illnesses were frequent.

“A Stressful, Unsatisfying Lifestyle”

Did stressful lifestyles originate with industrialization? Did our preindustrial ancestors
generally enjoy a sense of inner peace? Doubtful. Sadly, many of them suffered from
what they called melancholia, roughly analogous to the modern concepts of anxiety
and depression.

In 1621, physician Robert Burton described a common symptom of melancholia as
waking in the night due to mental stress among the upper classes. An observer said
the poor similarly “feel their sleep interrupted by the cold, the filth, the screams and
infants’ cries, and by a thousand other anxieties." Richard Napier, a 17th-century
physician, recorded over several decades that some 20 percent of his patients
suffered from insomnia. Today, in comparison, 12 percent of Americans say they have
been diagnosed with chronic insomnia. Stress is nothing new.

Sky-high preindustrial mortality rates caused profound emotional suffering to those in
mourning. Losing a child to death in infancy was once a common—indeed, near-
universal—experience among parents, but the loss was no less painful for all its
ordinariness. Many surviving testimonies suggest that mothers and fathers felt acute
grief with each loss. The 18th-century poem, “To an Infant Expiring the Second Day of
lts Birth,” by Mehetabel "Hetty"” Wright—who lost several of her own children
prematurely—heartrendingly urges her infant to look at her one last time before
passing away.

So common were child deaths that practically every major poet explored the subject.
Robert Burns wrote "On the Birth of a Posthumous Child." Percy Bysshe Shelley wrote
multiple poems to his deceased son. Consider the pain captured by these lines from
William Shakespeare's play King John, spoken by the character Constance upon her
son's death: “Grief fills the room up of my absent child. ... O Lord! My boy, my Arthur,
my fair son! My life, my joy, my food, my all the world!"” Shakespeare's own son died in
1596, around the time the playwright would have finished writing King John.

Only in the modern world has child loss changed from extraordinarily common to
exceedingly rare. As stressful as modern life can be, our ancestors faced forms of
heartache that most people today will never endure.

“Dangerous Workplaces” and “Child Labor”

Dangerous workplaces and child labor both predate the Industrial Revolution. In
agrarian societies, entire families would labor in fields and pastures, including
pregnant women and young children. Many preindustrial children entered the
workforce at what today would be considered preschool or kindergarten age.

In poorer families, children were sent to work by age 4 or 5. If children failed to find
gainful employment by age 8, even social reformers unusually sympathetic to the
plight of the poor, would express open disgust at such a lack of industriousness.
Jonas Hanway was reportedly “revolted by families who sought charity when they had
children aged 8 to 14 earning no wages."

For most, work was backbreaking and unending. A common myth suggests that
preindustrial peasants worked fewer days than modern people do. This misconception
originated from an early estimate by historian Gregory Clark, who initially proposed
that peasants labored only 150 days a year. He later revised this figure to around 300
days—higher than the modern average of 260 working days, even before factoring in
today's paid holidays and vacation time.

Physically harming one’s employees was once widely accepted, too, and authorities
stepped in only when the mistreatment was exceptionally severe. In 1666, one such
case occurred in Kittery, in what is now Maine, when Nicholas and Judith Weekes
caused the death of a servant. Judith confessed that she cut off the servant's toes
with an axe. The couple, however, was not indicted for murder, merely for cruelty.

“Discrimination Against Women"

The preindustrial world was hardly a model of gender equality—discrimination against
women was not an invention of the early industrialists but a long-standing feature of
many societies.

Domestic violence was widely tolerated. In London, a 1595 law dictated: “No man shall
after the houre of nine at the Night, keepe any rule whereby any such suddaine out-
cry be made in the still of the Night, as making any affray, or beating hys Wife, or
servant.” In other words, no beating your wife after 9:00 p.m. That was a noise
regulation. A similar law forbade using a hammer after 9:00 p.m. Beating one's wife
until she screamed was an ordinary and acceptable activity.

Domestic violence was celebrated in popular culture, as in the lively folk song “The
Cooper of Fife," a traditional Scottish tune that inspired a country dance and
influenced similar English and American ballads. To modern ears, the contrast
between its violent lyrics and upbeat melody is unsettling. The song portrays a
husband as entirely justified in his acts of domestic violence, inviting the audience to
side with the wifebeater and cheer as he beats his wife into submission for her failure
to perform domestic chores to her husband'’s satisfaction.

Sexist laws often empowered men to abuse women. If a woman earned money, her
husband could legally claim it at any time. For instance, in 18th-century Britain, a wife
could not enter into contracts, make a will without her husband's approval, or decide
on her children’s education or apprenticeships; moreover, in the event of a separation,
she automatically lost custody. Mistreatment of women, in other words, long predated
industrialization. Arguably, it was the increase in female labor force participation
during the Industrial Revolution that ultimately gave women greater economic
independence and strengthened their social bargaining power.

"Environmental Harm”

While many of today's environmental challenges—such as climate change and plastic
pollution—differ from those our forebears faced, environmental degradation is not a
recent phenomenon. Worrying about environmental impact, however, is rather new.
Indeed, as historian Richard Hoffmann has pointed out, “Medieval writers often
articulated an adversarial understanding of nature, a belief that it was not only
worthless and unpleasant, but actively hostile to . . . humankind."

Consider deforestation. The Domesday Survey of 1086 found that trees covered 15
percent of England; by 1340, the share had fallen to 6 percent. France's forests more
than halved from about 30 million hectares in Charlemagne's time (768-814) to 13
million by Philip IV's reign (1285-1314).

Europe was hardly the only part of the world to abuse its forests. A 16th-century
witness observed that at every proclamation demanding more wood for imperial
buildings, the peasants of what are today the Hubei and Sichuan provinces in China
"wept with despair until they choked,” for there was scarcely any wood left to be
found.

Despeciation is also nothing new. Humans have been exterminating wildlife since
prehistory. The past 50,000 years saw about 90 genera of large mammals go extinct,
amounting to over 70 percent of America's large species and over 90 percent of
Australia's.

Exterminations of species occurred throughout the preindustrial era. People first
settled in New Zealand in the late 13th century. In only 100 years, humans
exterminated 10 species of moa in addition to at least 15 other kinds of native birds,
including ducks, geese, pelicans, coots, Haast's eagle, and an indigenous harrier.
Today, few people realize that lions, hyenas, and leopards were once native to Europe,
but by the first century, human activity eliminated them from the continent. The final
known auroch, Europe's native wild ox, was killed in Poland by a noble hunter in 1627.

Progress Is Real

History bears little resemblance to the sanitized image of preindustrial times in the
popular imagination—that is, a beautiful scene of idyllic country villages with pristine
air and residents merrily dancing around maypoles. The healthy, peaceful, and
prosperous people in this fantasy of pastoral bliss do not realize their contented,
leisurely lives will soon be disrupted by the story’s villain: the dark smokestacks of the
Industrial Revolution's “satanic mills.”

Such rose-colored views of the past bear little resemblance to reality. A closer look
shatters the illusion. The world most of our ancestors faced was in fact more
gruesome than modern minds can fathom. From routine spousal and child abuse to
famine-induced cannibalism and streets that doubled as open sewers, practically
every aspect of existence was horrific.

A popular saying holds that “the past is a foreign country,” and based on recorded
accounts, it is not one where you would wish to vacation. If you could visit the
preindustrial past, you would likely give the experience a zero-star rating. Indeed, the
trip might leave you permanently scarred, both physically and psychologically. You
might long to unsee the horrors encountered on your adventure and to forget the
shocking, gory details.

The upside is that the visit would help deromanticize the past and show how far
humanity has truly come—emphasizing the utter transformation of everyday lives and
the reality of progress.

This article was published at Big Think on 11/19/2025.
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PROGRESS ROUNDUPS

Doomslayer: Progress Roundup

Investment in South Africa, a new sodium-cooled nuclear reactor, $100 genome
seqguencing, and more.

MALCOLM COCHRAN
MAR 08, 2026
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Economics & Development

e Operation Vulindlela, a South African deregulatory initiative, appears to be
stimulating private investment in the country. Recently announced private
infrastructure projects total 382.5 billion rand (23 billion USD), more than triple
the amount recorded in 2024.

Energy & Environment

e Conservationists suspect that wild California condors have laid an egg in
Northern California for the first time in more than a century, suggesting the
population is beginning to breed on its own. After decades of conservation work,
the endangered species has rebounded from near-extinction to more than 600
birds.

e A coral breeding lab in the Seychelles has recorded its first coral spawning
event, a milestone for efforts to restore damaged reefs. Most coral breeding
projects rely on cloning coral fragments, but spawning can produce more
genetically diverse and resilient corals.

e The nuclear power company TerraPower has received a permit from the US
Nuclear Regulatory Commission to build a sodium-cooled reactor in
Wyoming, the first approval for a non-water-cooled commercial reactor in
decades. Sodium cooling allows reactors to operate at higher temperatures and
lower pressures than conventional water-cooled plants, which can improve
efficiency. The design will also include thermal storage, allowing the reactor to
store energy as heat during periods of low demand.

Thanks for reading Doomslayer! Subscribe for
free to receive new posts in your inbox.
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Health & Demographics

e A new working paper suggests that remote work may help boost fertility. Using
survey data from 38 high- and middle-income countries, the researchers found
that couples who work from home at least one day a week have about 0.32 more
children on average than those who don't.

e Undernourishment is falling again in Latin America and the Caribbean. 5.1
percent of people in the region were undernourished in 2024, down from 6.1
percent in 2020, but still slightly above the historic low in 2014.

e After 30 years without a locally contracted case, Chile has been verified by the
WHO for eliminating leprosy.

e More than 200,000 children in Nigeria's Kebbi State have received the R21
malaria vaccine, and local health centers report a 50 percent drop in malaria
diagnoses since the vaccination campaign began.

Science & Technology

e Aurora Innovation, a self-driving truck company, has expanded its network
to 10 routes, including a 1,000-mile circuit between Fort Worth, Texas, and
Phoenix, Arizona. On such long routes, the company says its trucks can cut
transit times in half by avoiding regulations that limit the number of hours a
human trucker can drive continuously.

e The market analyst Daniel Marques found that Waymo'’s recently disclosed
remote operator ratio is far lower than that of its Chinese competitors.

e A San Diego biotech startup claims its new gene-sequencing system can read
an entire human genome for about $100.

Violence & Coercion

e Croatiais officially free of landmines set during its 1990s war of independence.

Read more news stories on our website


https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/s/progress-roundups-and-announcements/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=menu
https://substack.com/@malcolmcochran
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/
https://humanprogress.org/blog-type/news/
https://humanprogress.org/south-africa-private-investment-plans-triple-as-reforms-advance/
https://humanprogress.org/california-condors-likely-tending-first-northern-wild-egg-in-century/
https://humanprogress.org/first-coral-spawning-recorded-at-seychelles-breeding-laboratory/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/03/06/bill-gates-terrapower-gets-approval-to-build-new-nuclear-reactor/
https://humanprogress.org/the-baby-bump-from-remote-work/
https://humanprogress.org/latin-america-and-the-caribbean-advances-in-eradicating-hunger/
https://humanprogress.org/chile-verified-by-who-for-the-elimination-of-leprosy/
https://humanprogress.org/malaria-vaccine-reduces-deaths-of-children-in-northwestern-nigeria/
https://humanprogress.org/aurora-triples-driverless-network-to-10-routes/
https://humanprogress.org/waymo-reveals-key-stat-70-people-oversee-its-3000-vehicle-fleet/
https://humanprogress.org/waymo-achieves-industry-leading-143-remote-operator-ratio/
https://humanprogress.org/san-diego-startup-goes-toe-to-toe-with-gene-sequencing-giant-illumina/
https://humanprogress.org/croatia-declared-mine-free-more-than-three-decades-after-war/
https://substack.com/note/p-190144124/restacks?utm_source=substack&utm_content=facepile-restacks
https://substack.com/profile/86066006-trevor?utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/doomslayer-progress-roundup-697/comment/225151696
javascript:void(0)
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/the-system-everyone-hates-is-the
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/the-system-everyone-hates-is-the
https://substack.com/@richardhanania
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/a-vindication-of-bjorn-lomborg
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/a-vindication-of-bjorn-lomborg
https://substack.com/@marianltupy729052
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/the-misunderstood-miracle-of-american
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/the-misunderstood-miracle-of-american
https://substack.com/@richardhanania
https://substack.com/signup?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=web&utm_content=footer
https://substack.com/app/app-store-redirect?utm_campaign=app-marketing&utm_content=web-footer-button
https://substack.com/privacy
https://substack.com/tos
https://substack.com/ccpa#personal-data-collected
https://substack.com/

Ice Blocks to Electrons: The Rise of Refrigeration
Abundance

Workers today get 214 refrigerators for the time price of one in 1925.

GALE POOLEY
MAR 10, 2026

Share

In 1925, households kept food cool with iceboxes—wooden insulated cabinets chilled
by a block of ice. Depending on size and quality, they typically cost between $15 and
$50. With entry-level workers earning about $0.25 an hour, a $35 icebox carried a
time price of 140 hours.

Today, a 4.4-cubic-foot mini fridge at Walmart sells for about $184. Entry-level
workers in limited-service restaurants earn roughly $18.75 an hour, bringing the time
price down to just 9.8 hours.

For the time it took a worker in 1925 to earn the money for one icebox, a worker today
Iﬁl3x

The 1925 icebox didn't actually come with any ice. The price of a 100-pound block of

can buy 14.3 mini fridges.

1925

ice in 1925 was typically $0.25, and that could double during “ice famines” caused by
mild winters. At $0.25 an hour, a 100-pound block of ice would cost one hour and
would generally last for three to seven days. If the ice block lasted five days that would
be a time price of 12 minutes a day.

The Walmart mini fridge requires 269 kilowatt-hours (kWh) per year, or 0.74 kWh per

day. Residential electricity runs around $0.12 per kWh, so a year's supply of electricity
for cooling will cost $32.28, or 1.72 hours for entry-level workers. Spread out over the
year, it would require 17 seconds a day.

For the time it took a worker in 1925 to earn the money to buy ice cooling for a day,
workers today get 43 days of electric cooling.

Thanks for reading Doomslayer! Subscribe for
free to receive new posts in your inbox.
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Electric refrigerators entered American homes in 1927 when General Electric
introduced the iconic "Monitor Top,” named for its resemblance to the USS Monitor, a
Civil War ironclad warship. The unit sold for $525. With entry-level workers earning
$0.25 an hour, the time price came to an extraordinary 2,100 hours. Today, the
Walmart mini fridge costs 9.8 hours of work. The time price has fallen 99.53 percent.
For the time it took a worker in 1927 to earn enough money for one electric
refrigerator, a worker today can buy 214 mini fridges—a stunning increase of 21,300
percent in refrigeration abundance, compounding at 5.62 percent a year.

(Bhe gilt that simplifies housekeeping
. and safegquards healfh

IF you could wrap lighter house-tasks in a
nice little box and close them with a not-to-
be-opened-till-Christmas seal, wouldn’t you
like to send them to some one you know?

Well, you can come pretty close to doing
just that. A General Electric Refrigerator is
one sure way of making life easier for the
woman who runs the house.

It cuts marketing trips, it simplifies menu-
planning, it gives new ease and variety to
cooking. It keeps foods healthfully fresh.

GENERAL «

And now that you've decided on an electric
refrigerator, consider especially this new-day
General Electric. It is radically different from

all others—really ‘‘years ahead” in design.
It 1s so completely automatic that it never
even needs oiling. All its machinery is safely
sealed in an air-tight steel casing, on the top,
away from floor dirt.

These revolutionary refrigerators are de-
veloped, produced and guaranteed by General
Electric. . . . a strong assurance of their truly
superior quality. Write for Booklet B-12.

' ELECTRIC

Refrigerator

“Makes it Safe to be Hungry

ELECTRIC REFRIGERATION DEPARTMENT * OF GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY * HANNA BUILDING * CLEVELAND. OHIO

The US population has tripled from 116 million in 1925 to 348 million today. For every 1
percent increase in population, personal refrigerator abundance has increased 106
percent (21,300% + 200% = 106%).

Find more of Gale’s work at his Substack, Gale Winds.
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Olive Oil Prices Are Falling—So Should Olive Oil
Climate Hysteria
Climate alarmists jump to hasty conclusions, then fail to correct the record.

HUMAN PROGRESS
MAR 13, 2026
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By Ben Lieberman

It's the follow-up story that never gets written. An agricultural commodity experiences
a period of below-average yields and rising prices, and it is reported as a climate
change-induced crisis. Then, after another year or two, the trend reverses, but there
are few, if any, attempts to correct the record.

Olive oil prices are a recent example. Spain, the world’s largest producer of olives for
oil, experienced severe heat and drought in the summers of 2022 and 2023,
contributing to much lower yields and major price spikes in 2023 and into 2024.

There were several news accounts at the time warning about a new reality in which
human-induced warming would decimate olive yields. An August 2023 CNN story
entitled “Olive Oil is in Trouble as Extreme Heat and Drought Push the Industry Into
Crisis" was typical. Citing scientists and industry experts, the article told us that the
episode "would have been virtually impossible without climate change.”

The story, and others like it, painted a bleak future for those making their living from
olives and a new normal of higher olive oil prices for consumers. Beyond olives, CNN
informed readers that “Experts warn of worse to come for food production, as the
human-caused climate crisis increases the frequency and severity of extreme
weather.”

However, toward the end of 2024, olive oil prices began falling sharply and remain well
below their peak, according to the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis. The two most
recent crops in Spain and other olive-growing nations have yielded enough to increase
olive oil production substantially. Overall, the olive oil industry appears to be most of
the way back to normal—hardly a crisis.

Thanks for reading Doomslayer! Subscribe for
free to receive new posts in your inbox.
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That should have surprised no one, especially the self-described experts relied upon
in the gloomy coverage. Yields for olives, as with virtually every other agricultural
commodity, have experienced year-to-year fluctuations throughout recorded history.
While climate change’s influence on olives is entirely possible, an off year or two
proves nothing. Over the longer term, overall yields for food crops have increased
severalfold, especially in recent decades, when climate change was supposedly a
headwind. Improved agricultural methods—which depend on fossil fuels for energy
and fertilizer—have swamped any adverse climate impacts, if such impacts exist.

It is also worth noting the substantial scientific evidence that the release of carbon
dioxide, blamed for contributing to climate change, has benefits for plant growth and
may well be a net positive for agriculture. This may also help explain why agricultural
bad news rarely has staying power while long-term trends remain positive.

In any event, the media outlets that raised the olive oil alarms ought to publish follow-
up stories reporting the good news and conceding that the climate change link is not
nearly as clear-cut as the original coverage suggested. None have done so.

Maybe it's because they are too busy writing about the chocolate crisis.

Author: Ben Lieberman, a senior fellow who specializes in environmental policy at the
Competitive Enterprise Institute.
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PROGRESS ROUNDUPS

Doomslayer: Progress Roundup

More farmers are planting GM crops, dogs are biting less in India, the largest HPV
vaccination program in history, and more.

MALCOLM COCHRAN
MAR 15, 2026

Q 23 O & 2 Share

Economics & Development

e |n an attempt to address concerns about the accuracy of its national accounts,
India’s Ministry of Statistics has revised how it calculates GDP. The new
methodology finds that India’s economy is 3.3 percent smaller than previously
estimated but also growing faster, expanding 7.1 percent in fiscal year 2025, up
from an earlier estimate of 6.5 percent.

Energy & Environment

e China’s environmental ministry recently stated that the country’'s economy grew
30 percent over the past five years while average particulate air pollution fell
by 20 percent.

o Bearded vultures are recovering in the Alps. The wild Alpine populations were
hunted to extinction in the early 1900s, but after decades of conservation work,
they have rebounded to over 100 breeding pairs.

 Panama golden frogs are returning to the wild 17 years after they were wiped
out by the deadly (to amphibians) B. dendrobatidis fungus.
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Food & Hunger

 More farmers in more countries are planting genetically modified crops,
which help raise crop yields and farmer incomes and often reduce the need for
agrochemicals. According to a recent industry report, genetically modified crops
were planted on 218.7 million hectares of cropland in 2024 across 31 countries, up
from 181.5 million hectares and 28 countries a decade earlier.

Health & Demographics

e India has launched a huge HPV prevention program that aims to vaccinate
each annual cohort of 14-year-old girls.

e Kenya and Zimbabwe have received their first doses of lenacapavir, which
prevents HIV infection with just two yearly injections.

e Dogs are biting less in India. A 2025 survey reported 9.1 million dog bites, down
from 17 million recorded in 2003. Over the same period, the number of rabies
deaths in India dropped from over 17,000 to 5,726.

o Japanese regulators have conditionally approved two induced pluripotent
stem cell therapies, one for Parkinson'’s disease and another for heart failure,
marking the first commercial approvals for the technology.

e The first large clinical trial of a vaccine against enterotoxigenic E. coli—a
leading cause of travelers' diarrhea and severe childhood diarrhea—has shown
promising results. In a study of nearly 5,000 infants in Gambia, the experimental
vaccine reduced dangerous diarrhea and produced no serious side effects.

Science & Technology

e Alarge psychology study finds that we consistently underestimate other
people’s honesty. Across 11 experiments involving more than 8,000 participants,
volunteers completed tasks where they could lie anonymously for personal gain—
for example, by falsely claiming they guessed a die roll correctly to win money—
and were also asked to estimate how many others would lie in the same situation.
On average, participants overestimated the share of people who would lie by
about 14 percentage points.

e The Metropolitan Museum of Art has begun adding highly detailed 3D
models of artworks and artifacts to its website, letting online users inspect the
objects from every angle. They also added an augmented reality feature for
smartphones that allows you to interact with the virtual objects at their true scale,
say by “walking through” the model of the Temple of Dendur.

e The US Federal Aviation Administration has announced a set of pilot projects for
a new species of aircraft. Most will test eVTOLSs, or small, electric, drone-like
aircraft that take off and land vertically rather than using a runway. The
program will let companies such as Joby Aviation and Archer Aviation trial
passenger flights, cargo delivery, and emergency services while regulators gather
data.

Read more news stories on our website
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