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HumanProgress.org is expanding. Plus the benefits of Al hallucinations, trends in US youth
behavior, and more.
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Al hallucinations are a boon to science

Artificial intelligence models tend to make things up. For example, when asked to
provide sources for their claims, Al chatbots will sometimes reply with a list of
impressive-sounding papers that do not exist. These hallucinations can be frustrating,
but, as the New York Times recently reported, they are also proving to be extremely
useful during the early stages of scientific research. Just as Al models can invent
plausible but imaginary literature, they can also hallucinate molecules that conform
closely to the forms of nature but are entirely unknown to it. Scientists can reach into
this bottomless well of creativity and pull out extraordinary discoveries.

America’'s youth is becoming better behaved

New survey results show that substance use among US teenagers continued to
decline in 2024. The drop in alcohol consumption was particularly large; just 42
percent of twelfth graders reported drinking alcohol in 2024, down from close to 90
percent in the 1970s. Nicotine, marijuana, and amphetamines show similar, though
less drastic, declines.

HumanProgress.org is expanding

HumanProgress.org is adding three new positions this year, and we are currently
trying to fill the first: someone to manage our database. This is an entry-level role that
requires a solid foundation in statistics as well as a general familiarity with the topics
we cover, namely economics and politics. If you or someone you know fit the bill,
please read or forward the application.

Thanks for reading Doomslayer! This post is
public so feel free to share it.

Economics:

e The American Worker Is Becoming More Productive

e Africa Will Have Some of 2025's Fastest-Growing Economies

Energy & Environment:

e China Reduced SO2 Emissions by More than Two-Thirds over Last 15 Years
e The Machine Sending CO2 to the Ocean and Making Hydrogen
e Using Al to Talk to Animals

e Startups Begin Geoengineering the Sea

Health & Demographics:

e Cholesterol Levels Have Declined Among American Adults

e In a First, Surgical Robots Learned Tasks by Watching Videos

Science & Technology:

e NASA Spacecraft Survives Closest-Ever Approach to Sun
e Scientists Aim to Create Artificial Life in the Lab
e New Neutrino Detector Aims to Spot Mysterious Ghost Particles

e Scientists Explore Longevity Drugs to Extend Human Life

Tweets:

e Progress since the new millennium

e One of Jimmy Carter's greatest legacies


https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/weekly-progress-roundup-775/comments
javascript:void(0)
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/weekly-progress-roundup-775?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email&utm_content=share&action=share&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjozMTc0MTYwNywicG9zdF9pZCI6MTU0MTAwNjU1LCJpYXQiOjE3MzYxODAzNzYsImV4cCI6MTczODc3MjM3NiwiaXNzIjoicHViLTMwNzIwODMiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.3UKJVob6XIDUdbnUjfV6mUW2UOIcljRrr2WhtcRf5lY
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/23/science/ai-hallucinations-science.html
https://www.axios.com/2024/12/30/teenage-drug-alcohol-use-declines
https://humanprogress.org/our-editors-end-of-the-year-missive-2/
https://humanprogress.org/datasets/
https://recruiting.paylocity.com/recruiting/jobs/Details/2950447/Cato-Institute/Research-Associate-Human-Progress
https://humanprogress.org/the-american-worker-is-becoming-more-productive/
https://humanprogress.org/africa-will-have-some-of-the-fastest-growing-economies-in-2025/
https://humanprogress.org/china-reduced-so2-emissions-by-more-than-two-thirds-over-last-15-years/
https://humanprogress.org/the-machine-sending-co2-to-the-ocean-and-making-hydrogen/
https://humanprogress.org/using-ai-to-talk-to-animals/
https://humanprogress.org/startups-begin-geoengineering-the-sea/
https://humanprogress.org/cholesterol-levels-have-declined-among-american-adults/
https://humanprogress.org/in-a-first-surgical-robots-learned-tasks-by-watching-videos/
https://humanprogress.org/nasa-spacecraft-survives-closest-ever-approach-to-sun/
https://humanprogress.org/scientists-aim-to-create-simple-forms-of-life-from-scratch-in-the-lab/
https://humanprogress.org/new-neutrino-detector-aims-to-spot-mysterious-ghost-particles/
https://humanprogress.org/scientists-explore-longevity-drugs-that-could-extend-human-life/
https://x.com/johanknorberg/status/1874030112196485389
https://x.com/AlecStapp/status/1873487155995328592
https://substack.com/note/p-154100655/restacks?utm_source=substack&utm_content=facepile-restacks
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/weekly-progress-roundup-775/comments
javascript:void(0)
https://substack.com/@malcolmcochran
https://substack.com/profile/21501161-paul-vahur?utm_source=post-reactions-face
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/reasons-to-feel-thankful-in-2024
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/reasons-to-feel-thankful-in-2024
https://substack.com/@humanprogressnewsletter
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/myths-about-american-inequality
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/myths-about-american-inequality
https://substack.com/@humanprogressnewsletter
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/1066-good-news-stories-you-didnt
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/1066-good-news-stories-you-didnt
https://substack.com/@malcolmcochran
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/in-nyt-steven-pinker-says-progress
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/in-nyt-steven-pinker-says-progress
https://substack.com/@humanprogressnewsletter
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/the-rise-of-wealth-equality-in-the
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/the-rise-of-wealth-equality-in-the
https://substack.com/@humanprogressnewsletter
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/us-workers-can-now-buy-five-times
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/us-workers-can-now-buy-five-times
https://substack.com/@humanprogressnewsletter
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/how-europe-can-return-to-growth
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/how-europe-can-return-to-growth
https://substack.com/@humanprogressnewsletter
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/were-all-billionaires-now
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/were-all-billionaires-now
https://substack.com/@humanprogressnewsletter
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/the-horrors-of-pre-industrial-farming
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/the-horrors-of-pre-industrial-farming
https://substack.com/@humanprogressnewsletter
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/our-editors-end-of-the-year-missive
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/our-editors-end-of-the-year-missive
https://substack.com/@humanprogressnewsletter
https://substack.com/privacy
https://substack.com/tos
https://substack.com/ccpa#personal-data-collected
https://your.substack.com/publish
https://substack.com/app/app-store-redirect?utm_campaign=app-marketing&utm_content=web-footer-button
https://substack.com/
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/

