Weekly Progress Roundup
An exciting week for the space industry, a few things you should know about Al, and more.
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It's been a huge week for the space industry

In case you still doubt that we're living in a golden age of space travel, during the past
week alone:

Blue Origin sent its first rocket to orbit.
e India became the fourth country to complete a space docking.

e Starship had its seventh test flight (with mixed results: they caught the booster
but the upper stage disintegrated into a beautiful stream of debris).

e SpaceX "rideshares” launched two private lunar landers and a spacecraft
intended to manufacture pharmaceuticals in orbit.

Artificial intelligence is levelling the educational playing field

World Bank researchers recently published the results of an Al tutoring trial in Nigeria.
It was an incredible success: the students learned more in the six-week program than
they would have otherwise learned in two years. And this was measured using a pen-
and-paper exam, so the kids weren't just faking it with ChatGPT.

What will education look like when every student has a genius-level tutor in their
pocket?

ChatGPT is not actually very bad for the environment

It's become common knowledge in some circles that Al is a water and power hound,
with every query hastening the collapse of Earth's climate. This view lacks proper
perspective, which effective altruist and blogger Andy Masley kindly gives us in a
recent post. Below is one of many excellent charts from his article.
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Thanks for reading Doomslayer! This post is
public so feel free to share it.

Culture & Tolerance:

e Liechtenstein Marriage Equality Law Takes Effect

Economics:

e Remittances to Poor Countries Reached $685 Billion in 2024

e Poverty Down Sharply in India Since 2012

e Multidimensional Poverty Rate Drops to Below 1 Percent in Vietnam
e Poverty in Indonesia Drops by 1.84 Million People Since 2023

e Inthe Last 30 Years, Almost All of Bangladesh Gained Electricity

Energy & Environment:

e Endangered Bonobo Population Stable in Congo

e The North Sea Is Bouncing Back

e Yellow River Protection Efforts Making Progress

e Endangered Seabirds Return to Pacific Island After 100-Year Absence
e Scientists Discover Enormous Water Reservoir in Oregon Cascades
 The Rise of Nuclear-Powered Batteries

e Near-Extinct Siberian Crane Is Recovering

e Critical Ocean Current Has Not Declined in the Last 60 Years

e Molten Salt Nuclear Reactor in Wyoming Hits Key Milestone

Health & Demographics:

e Positive Results from New Type of Islet Cell Transplantation

e Al Uses Throat Vibrations to Work Out What Someone Is Saying

e Researchers Develop Cancer Blood Test Enabling Early Detection

e Seventy Really May Be the New Sixty for English Baby Boomers

e Malaria Deaths in Kenya Drop by 93 Percent over Eight Years

e Novel Test Can Detect Different Types of Asthma via Nasal Swab

e Global Burden of Diarrheal Diseases Has Declined Substantially Since 1990

e J&J's Combination Lung Cancer Treatment Adds a Year to Patient Survival

Science & Technology:

e Amazon's Satellite Project Pushes Ahead with UK Broadband Plans

e How Uber and Lyft Are Gearing Up for the Robotaxi Revolution

e Parkinson's Tremors Disappear with Use of Ultrasound Machine

e Meta Creates Speech Translator That Works in Dozens of Languages

e Scientists Re-Create the Microbial Dance That Sparked Complex Life

e New Andean Observatory Could Expand Our Knowledge of the Cosmos

e Scientists Find Links Between Head Trauma, Herpes, and Alzheimer's

Violence:

e Zimbabwe Abolishes Death Penalty


https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/weekly-progress-roundup-6d2/comments
javascript:void(0)
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/weekly-progress-roundup-6d2?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email&utm_content=share&action=share&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjozMTc0MTYwNywicG9zdF9pZCI6MTU1MDQxMjMyLCJpYXQiOjE3Mzc0ODY4NDAsImV4cCI6MTc0MDA3ODg0MCwiaXNzIjoicHViLTMwNzIwODMiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.f2Qr3-u0RPBEo7qK_I70D6-mYE7ILM5iMhj5-N0FPaM
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2025/01/16/science/blue-origin-new-glenn-launch
https://www.cnn.com/2025/01/15/india/india-space-docking-attempt-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/16/science/spacex-starship-test-launch-7.html
https://x.com/Rainmaker1973/status/1880180806372716824
https://www.spacex.com/rideshare/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn8x5gm4k1xo
https://www.rocketlabusa.com/updates/rocket-labs-second-reentry-class-spacecraft-for-varda-operating-on-orbit-supporting-payloads-for-air-force-research-lab-and-nasa/
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/education/From-chalkboards-to-chatbots-Transforming-learning-in-Nigeria
https://andymasley.substack.com/p/individual-ai-use-is-not-bad-for
https://humanprogress.org/liechtenstein-marriage-equality-law-takes-effect/
https://humanprogress.org/remittances-to-poor-countries-reached-685-billion-in-2024/
https://humanprogress.org/poverty-down-sharply-in-india-since-2012/
https://humanprogress.org/multidimensional-poverty-rate-drops-to-below-1-percent-in-vietnam/
https://humanprogress.org/poverty-in-indonesia-drops-by-1-84-million-people-since-2023/
https://humanprogress.org/in-the-last-30-years-almost-all-of-bangladesh-gained-electricity/
https://humanprogress.org/endangered-bonobo-population-stable-in-congo/
https://humanprogress.org/the-north-sea-is-bouncing-back/
https://humanprogress.org/yellow-river-protection-efforts-making-progress/
https://humanprogress.org/endangered-seabirds-return-to-pacific-island-after-century-long-absence/
https://humanprogress.org/scientists-discover-enormous-water-reservoir-in-oregon-cascades/
https://humanprogress.org/the-rise-of-nuclear-powered-batteries/
https://humanprogress.org/near-extinct-siberian-crane-is-recovering/
https://humanprogress.org/critical-ocean-current-has-not-declined-in-the-last-60-years/
https://humanprogress.org/molten-salt-nuclear-reactor-in-wyoming-hits-key-milestone/
https://humanprogress.org/positive-results-from-islet-cell-transplantation-without-immunosuppression/
https://humanprogress.org/ai-uses-throat-vibrations-to-work-out-what-someone-is-trying-to-say/
https://humanprogress.org/oxford-researchers-develop-blood-test-to-enable-early-detection-of-multiple-cancers/
https://humanprogress.org/seventy-really-may-be-the-new-sixty-for-english-baby-boomers/
https://humanprogress.org/malaria-deaths-in-kenya-drop-by-93-percent-over-eight-years/
https://humanprogress.org/novel-test-can-detect-different-types-of-asthma-via-nasal-swab/
https://humanprogress.org/global-burden-of-diarrheal-diseases-has-declined-substantially-since-1990/
https://humanprogress.org/jjs-combination-lung-cancer-treatment-adds-a-year-to-patient-survival/
https://humanprogress.org/amazons-satellite-project-pushes-ahead-with-uk-broadband-plans/
https://humanprogress.org/how-uber-and-lyft-are-gearing-up-for-the-robotaxi-revolution/
https://humanprogress.org/parkinsons-tremors-disappear-with-use-of-ultrasound-machine/
https://humanprogress.org/meta-creates-speech-to-speech-translator-that-works-in-dozens-of-languages/
https://humanprogress.org/scientists-re-create-the-microbial-dance-that-sparked-complex-life/
https://humanprogress.org/new-andean-observatory-could-transform-our-understanding-of-the-cosmos/
https://humanprogress.org/scientists-find-links-between-head-trauma-herpes-and-alzheimers/
https://humanprogress.org/zimbabwe-abolishes-death-penalty/
https://substack.com/note/p-155041232/restacks?utm_source=substack&utm_content=facepile-restacks
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/weekly-progress-roundup-6d2/comments
javascript:void(0)
https://substack.com/@malcolmcochran
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F64be46b1-9d6a-493b-9c82-eda481c82672_2042x1106.jpeg
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/reasons-to-feel-thankful-in-2024
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/reasons-to-feel-thankful-in-2024
https://substack.com/@humanprogressnewsletter
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/1066-good-news-stories-you-didnt
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/1066-good-news-stories-you-didnt
https://substack.com/@malcolmcochran
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/myths-about-american-inequality
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/myths-about-american-inequality
https://substack.com/@humanprogressnewsletter
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/in-nyt-steven-pinker-says-progress
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/in-nyt-steven-pinker-says-progress
https://substack.com/@humanprogressnewsletter
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/our-editors-end-of-the-year-missive
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/our-editors-end-of-the-year-missive
https://substack.com/@humanprogressnewsletter
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/waymo-drivers-are-way-safer-10x-than
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/waymo-drivers-are-way-safer-10x-than
https://substack.com/@galepooley
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/grim-old-days-james-wynbrandts-excruciating
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/grim-old-days-james-wynbrandts-excruciating
https://substack.com/@humanprogressnewsletter
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/how-europe-can-return-to-growth
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/how-europe-can-return-to-growth
https://substack.com/@humanprogressnewsletter
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/us-workers-can-now-buy-five-times
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/us-workers-can-now-buy-five-times
https://substack.com/@humanprogressnewsletter
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/the-rise-of-wealth-equality-in-the
https://newsletter.humanprogress.org/p/the-rise-of-wealth-equality-in-the
https://substack.com/@humanprogressnewsletter
https://substack.com/privacy
https://substack.com/tos
https://substack.com/ccpa#personal-data-collected
https://your.substack.com/publish
https://substack.com/app/app-store-redirect?utm_campaign=app-marketing&utm_content=web-footer-button
https://substack.com/

