Documenting the improving state of the world with data, charts & maps. View this email in your browser

HumanProgress

\ IR AW
R
SN
@ LL 5

mm

In the middle ages, China was the pinnacle of global civilization, leading the world in
technology, infrastructure, and commerce. Some even claim it was on the cusp of an early
industrial revolution.

What went wrong?

In short, the Ming dynasty imposed stagnation in pursuit of stability. Today's governments
should take note.

Read more.

Why isn't everyone poor, sick, and
hungry?

After all, that's how we started. Poverty is
the default state of humanity.

In his book, From Poverty to Progress,
Michael Magoon pinpoints five "keys" that
he claims unlocked progress throughout
history and across cultures.

Read our review here.

As birth rates fall around the world, many
policymakers are considering new and
expensive programs to encourage
procreation. But is social spending the
best way to increase fertility?

This week, our managing editor Chelsea
Follett joined other experts to discuss her
recent research that suggests supporting
families means getting the government out
of the way.

Watch the discussion here.

It is a great tragedy for human flourishing
and prosperity that billions of people live in
cultures that discourage or prevent
innovation.

‘Thousands, perhaps tens of thousands, of

potentially world-changing entrepreneurs

remain inactive because they are forced to
live in places with little cultural capital.

Put differently, culture is the soil and the
entrepreneur is the seed.

read more
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